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LETTER to the Romiſh Superiours 


h ENGLAN D. 


Reverend Sirs, 


* QU will not wonder at my making this 
Addreſs to your ſelves, fince you were fo 
lately pleas'd toallow Mr. Sabras to ſet.me 
an Example: of it ; and cannot therefore 

> '. difallow that in me; which was fo commen- 
dable in him. When I wrote my laſt Letter to Mr. Sa- 
bran, I was ſo weary of ſuch an Adverſary, that I pro- 
miſed him never to anſwer him more, if he purſued the 
methods of his Challenge defended. This I will believe 
wasthe reaſon why it was thought expedient to trouble 
the Reverend Mr. Needham with the Controvyerſie, who 
hath a much better Employment upon his hands, than 
to anſwer every Caviller that would be drawing him off 
from his better Services.to.our Church. 

[ have not forgot my-Promiſe of troubling my ſelf no 
more with» Mr..Sabran; and-yet cannot be juſt to my 
own ſelf, if I do not take ſome care to purge my ſelf from 
ſome Wrongs he has done me in that Letter to Mr. Need- 
ham : you were pleaſed to allow of thoſe Abuſes to the 
Preſs, and therefore muſt give me leave not only to make 
nry Complaints to:you, but to expeR-that you wilbdo 
me - Right herein that one Chriſtian ought to do to 
anotner, | 11097 


AL I 
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I need not inform you how I came engaged with Mr 
Sabran, that ir was concerning a Sermon” de Santi, Which 
Mr. Sabran had quoted in his Pulpit as St. Auſtir's, and 
denied it to be his. Some of you were pleaſed not onl 
to allow that Sermon, with'that Paſſage in it, to the Pre 
þut to;approve 'of all the-unlearned Arguments and Fet 
ches which he afterwards uſed in defence of himſelf. Why 
Services You did ybur Cauſe 'or 'your Church by that 
buſineſs, your ſelves by this time, I preſume, are able tc 
tell, I am very well ſatisfied with all I wrote againſt 
him upon that account, and am fo fully'\perſwaded-that 
was perfe@ly im the righDin char 'Aﬀair/ that] am oh 
dent there is\not one/Learned Biſhop; 'Prieſt, or Deacc 
-1n your own.Church beyond Seas, that is not of the ſame 

- mind with: me about that Sermon. -. © - | 

- T willnotappeal to any of you itt England, becatiſe you 
- have rhade your' ſelves Parties to/lhisQuarret by Licenſing 
. his Papers ;''-and Learning may be a-ifferent' thing'in 
- Eng/and, from what it is beyond Seas. | 

I will not preſume any! more'to think thatany of you 

did viokence to your own'Judgments in-Lictnfing of Mr, 

» Sabran's Papers : Yar be'it rom'meto have ſouncharitabl 
a thought of Perſons  of' your 'Charatters and Station, 
However, to convince you that what/he wrote, and you 
approved, about that 34 Sermon de Santis, was contrary 
to ther Judgments of all men of Learning im the World, 
{(your'ſelves only excepted here -Eng/and ); do here 
. offer and undertake to"refer the Determination. of that 
\C6ntroverſie betwixt Mr. Sabran andime,” to any Learn» 
ed Perfons or Societies beyond the'Seas.' I will refer it, i 
- you pleaſe, to the BenediCtines (Congregations St ,Mawri) 
at Pars, concerning whort, you, Gentlemen of the'Jeſu- 
its Order, muſt pardon meithat I think them to be as far 
before your Order in Learning and Knowledge in'An- 
28 tiquity, 
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[3] 
tiquity, as their Order was before you in ſtanding. 

- But if. Exceptions be made againſt them as Parties on 
-my fide, ( which I cannot deny them to be ) that have al 
ready: determined againſt Mr. Sabran,' and thoſe that al- 
lowed his Papers to the Preſs; I amas willing to refer it 
to: thoſe -learnedeſt men now in France, Father Mabilon, 
Monſieur, Baluze, and Monſieur Bigot, or any two of 
-them ; and do here .make you (Reverend Sirs) this Pro» 
poſal,' That what hath been written on both ſides, ſhall 
be faithfully communicated to them ; and that it you 
;can procure a Letter from them that they are ſatisfied 
with, Mr. Sabran's Arguments, - that that 35 Sermon de 
Sands was. St. Auſtin's, I do here engage my Reputation 
to you and the World, / that I will not only beg Mr. Sa- 


. bran's Pardon, but make my Recantation as' publick to 


.the World as this Chalienge 1s. 

- i; Yaucannot but think, Reverend Sirs, that I have very 
good grounds for all I wrote againſt Mr, Sabras, that dare 
put+ this. matter to ſuch an iſſue before men of your own 
Periwaſion, betgre men that look. upon me as a down- 
right Heretick; and therefore cannot be ſuſpeRed of ſhew- 
ing me the leaſt favour herein. = 
; Tam convinced toa demonſtration, that what I wrote 
m that Controverſie was the very Truth, and that what 
yowallowed to the Preſs, could not be ſo.. 1 will not be 


. fobold as to call upon you to do St. Auſtin and me right, 


in;retrafting what you haye done for Mr, Sabray' Herein ; 
but I cannot- but entreat you that:for your own fake, 'for 
Truths:ſake, and for the Worlds ſake, you would not al- 


low for, the fature ſuch things to the Preſs, becauſe againſt 
- us,; whict are condemnedinot only-by us, but by all the 


men of Learning of your Church beyond'Sea, who cannot 


| but be aſhamed of any. Violences done to Truth; Learn- 


ing, or Ingenuity. | 
This: 


[4] 
— This Controverſie with Mr. Sabrax, about St. Auſtin, 
is that which gave occaſion to our Second Controver- 
ſie, about lavocation of Saints : and the Management 
"of the firſt did prepare me to expe@ all the outragious 
and indecent Ulage I have had from your Champion 
if the ſecond ; I have been treated by him, with your 
leave, with ſuch Language as I could not have expefted 
from a Scholar, or a Chriſtian. I have too great a re- 
ſpect for you, as well as for my Reader, to foul this Ad- 
dreſs to you with any of it : and I cannot think any 
among you can be willing to be entertained with ſuch 
{luff, excepting thoſe who allowed the Letter to 
Mr. Needham to the Preſs; if ſuch Language pleaſes 
them, I muſt intreat them to take up the Letter itſelf 
which they Licenſed, and there they will find entertain- 
ment enough. As for the reſt of you, Reverend Sirs, I 
muſt entertain you with Complaints and Requeſts, in- 
ſtead of bad Language. 

I will not trouble you or my ſelf fo far as to run 
over again what I have written and urged out of Anti- 
quity againſt your Invocation of Saints. I am ſure [ 
have demonſlrated it through the Firſt, Second, Third, 
Fourth, and part of the Fifth Ages of the Church of 
God, that Invocation of Saints was fo far from bei 
the Practice, that it was expreſly againſt the Doctrine 
of the Martyrs and Fathers of thoſe Ages : Mr. Sabran 
had the courage to venture upon one Page of that large 
Hiſtorical Account of the Fathers, and to make his Ex- 
ceptions againſt it, which I took care to remove very 
ſoon aftcr, and which I did very eaſily do, fince beſides 
ſome harſher Miſtakes than he had hitherto made, there 
was little but mean Cavils. 

As mean however as thefe Cavils were, he was pleas'd 


to cook them up anew, and to make them the Subje&t 
of 


[5] 
of his cavilling Letter to, the Learned Mr. Needham ; I 
am not willing, to throw away my time in anſwerin 
again thoſe mean ObjeQions, but am very well aſſured, 
that every one that will impartially read and conſider 
my Fiftorical Diſcourſe concerning Invocation of Saints, - 
and my Third Letter to Mr. Sabran, in defence of it, will 
be as much perſuaded as my Friends who have read 
them are, that I ought not to trouble my ſelf or the 
World with entring the Liſts again upon that Subje& 
with ſuch a Trifler. 

But there are ſome things there, which I could not 
paſs over without making ſome defence for my ſelf : 
they are his charging me with falſifying the Fathers 
Words and Senſe : and this I can aſſure you (R.R. mew 
is an Accufation I cannot lye quietly under, but mu 
complain to thoſe who gave Mr. Sabran leave to print 
it, 

Since I became a Writer in Defence of my Dear Mo- 
ther, the Church of England, 1 have been chiefly con- 
cerned with thoſe of your Party, who laid their Pre- 
tenſions to Antiquity, as if ſhe had been on your ſide 
againſt us : in my Anſwer to the Convert, Mr. Sc/ater 
ot Putney, and to the Nubes Teſtinm, and in my Primi- 
trove Fathers no Papiſts , I have had occaſion to make 
abundance of Citations out of the Fathers Words ; I 
thank God that I can affirm it, that as I faw all I quo- 
ted (excepting one little Paſſage in Yeteres Vindicati) 
with my own eyes in the Fathers themſelves, fo I am 
not conſcious that I ever miſquoted, or altered, or falſi- 
fied any one Paſſage of 'them all, tho' ſo numerous: and 
therefore after ſo much care, and pains and ſincerity uſed 
herein, tobe poſted up fora falſifier of Fathers, was very 
uneaſte, and what T-cannot bear; eſpecially ſince Iam no 
ſuch.perſon, as I am confideat I can convince every one of 
you: 


you, to whom 1 make this Addreſs, if yot' will but giye 
your ſelves the ſmall trouble ro exainiae this bulinels, 
RT CS: MULES IEG IS: 
In Mr. Sibrin's Challenge defended, he had quoted'a 
Paſſage'out of St: Athanaſius, in fayour of Invocation-of 
Saints. In” my. third: Letter to him, I ſhewed not only 
that the Tra&t out'of which he had'it, was own'd to be 
ſpurious by your lateſt Critick, ey Pim, butthat- 
had it been St. Athanaftus's, the Paſſage was urged by 
St. Athanaſius .in a direct contrary ſenle to that wherein 
Mr. $. had urged ir. This I ſhewed not only from the 
Deſign of the whole Tra&, but from the Paſlage itſelf, 
which was abuſed by him, Y | 
. His Anſwer to this in his Letter to'Mr. Needham is, 
That I, to keep my hand in (for it ſeems this is not the firſt 
time [ have been guilty) muZ? falhfie and miſ- apply the paſ? 
ſage, ang then gives the Words as they ſtand 1n the Cu/- 
ex Tranſlation, which he had by him of the year 1617. 
If you adore the Man Chrift, becauſe the Word of God dwells 
therein the ſame manner adore alſo the Saints on the account 
of God, who hath his dwelling in them. Now that above the 
Holy Ghoft, that is, above God a Man be honoured and glo- 
 rified, is the highef? Impiety. Theſe ſays Mr. Sahray, are 
ie holy DoQtor's words. And thefe T,am accuſed of fal- 
Fro : whether T am guilty or no, ſhall quickly ap- 
pear ; and fo this purpoſe I intreat you all, you eſpecial- 
ly that did Licenſe this Accuſation to the Preſs, to look 
into your own Edition of St. Arhanafus's Works, printed 
qt Paris inGreet and Latine, by Marel and Cramoiſy 1.62.7 
in the firſt Tome at-p. 597 you will find the paſſage 
quoted by ex iN ich'I will preſent in_ Greek. to 
joſe har underltznd 3t, and in FeglG to thole tha 


do nor. ; 
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Wherefore if you Adore the _ *%' '» mamgrance wh Glens wh 
Pars yo frufmer F oe rug rene 
cauſe he dwells there, Adore wie #% to 4: ni: oi ty ane3 oe Mite 
the Saints alſo, for God dwells *©& 0p Ne Ae 
in them foo : AND FA) NOT de Incarn. Verbi Dei, >. $93. Tom. 1. E- 
THIS ABSURD? And for 4% Pais. Gr. L. 1627. ; 
a Man to be honoured above the Holy Ghoft, that is, above 
God, is the higheft Impicty. 

Aad now Reverend Sir, I appeal to every one of your 
own Conſciences, whether I am guilty of falſifying this 
paſſage, in putting in thoſe words, And is not this ab- 
ſurd 2 is not the x 55 is dna in the Text? is not this 
your own Edition of S#. Athanafius out of a Popiſh Preſs? 
and cantany of you deny this ro be the trueſt and beſt 
Edition of that Fathers Works ? If none of thefe things 
can be denyed by any men of Virtue and Honeſty, much 
leſs by men of your Charatter and ſtation ; wine ſatis- 
faction do you owe to me as well-as to Truth and to the 
World , who did allow Mr. Sabran 1n print to affix ſ6 
falſe a ſcandal upon me 2? I pray God to forgive you, and 
do aſſure you, that I have already done it. 

In his Quotation of Sz. Cyrz/ coneerning the Virgin 
Mary, I told him that the is (which he made ſuch uſe of 
in his Tranſlation, and upon which the ſtreſs of the 
whole paſſage did depend) belonged to the Virgin's 
Womb, and not to the Virgin her ſetf. In his Letter to 
Mr. Needham he calls this a groſs Cheat, which any Grams 
mar Scholar can eafily find out, and very decently asks him 
whether he did not $/uſh when he read this , and yet Lt 
cenſed it. LEY, 

Te was not Mr. Needam but Mr. S. that ſhould have 
bluſh at this , for Reverend Sirs , let me intreat you-ta 
look in Sy. Cyril himſelf, and you will'not for the future 

Licenſe ſach Language and =_ Behaviour, bs 
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(8] 
[ will to convince you as well as the World , fet down 


the paſſage as it is in Se. Cyril himſelf ; and as it was 
Tranſlated by Mr. Sabran; and as it ought to have been 


"Tranſlated from the Original. 


honour'd through the which, or, by rea- 
whole World ; . 1 N ſon of which the Tri- 
WH O Md Heaven nity is glorified ; by 
exults, Angels and which Heaven rejoy- 


Xo 4 ABzei2/iner Wupenny- 
TA, d) it Siu wad 
uurrer S. Cyril. Alexand 
Homil. Diver. Tom. 5. Pars 
2. P- 355-. Edit. Paris 163% 


\ Mr. Sabran's Tran- A True Tranſlati- The Text of St. Cy 
ſation. on. ril. *_ 
Hail Virgin, BY Hail you that bore. Yes i «xp oo Wl 
WHOSE MEDI him that is incompre- Prem n NOOTAATIA Wn, 
ATION the Holy henſible m your Ho- ,, 204. ti is 
Trinity is glorified and Iy Virgin Womb , BY exic 554ndlas, 8 Tc "aſe WP 


Archangels rejoyce, by ces, by which the An- 
whom the Devils are gels and Arch-angels 
put to flight. are joyful, by which 

the Devils are put to 


flight. 


You ſee, Reverend Sirs, the Text and the Tranſlations 
' together , and now I cannot but ask you, whether the 
firit # "s (which Mr. Sabraz had Tranſlated By whoſe 
Mediation ) does not tollow immediately after the Mi- 
Tex mpherxii the Virgin's Womb, and is conneRed relative» 
ly to it; I will hope that the ſight of thefe things will 
not only acquit me in your Conſciences from the Accu» 
fation of a groſs Cheat which M. $. had laid to my 
charge, but that you who Licenſed that, Letter to Mr. 
Needham to the Preſs, will not for the future ſuffer 
Mr. Sabraz to lay ſuch very falſe and groundleſs Aecue 
fations either unto mine, or any of our Writers charge. 
It you do, notwithſtanding this diſcovery. of him and his 
ftrange praftices ſuffer him to go on in his way, we ſhall 
þ | for 
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for the future be obliged to lay any ſuch Slanders at your 
doors, Reverend Sirs, who Licenſe them. 

Another Accuſfation as heavy as either of theſe, he does 
advance againſt me, about the Words of the Council of 
Cbalcedon : He tells Mr. Needham, in that his obliging 
Letter to him, That I, having made way for a Forgery, fat 
fify that Council's words. 

[ have got it ſeems of late a very unlucky hand, or a 
rery unjuſt Adverſary ; but you, Reverend Sirs, ſhall de- 
termine whether it is. I hope I need not tell you the 
Hiſtory of Stephen and Baſſianas, nor remind how it was 
upon the mention that F/avianes had communicated with 
Baſſianus the rejefted Biſhop of Epheſus, that the Biſhops 
which belonged to Conſtantinople role up and cryed our, 
This is the Path, we all ſay the ſame, the Memory of Fla- 
vian is eternal; behold the Truth, Flavian lives after 
death > the Yartyr ſhall intreat you fo2 us; Flavian 
is here, Flavian judges with us. 

My crime here-is that I have Tranſlated the words of 
the Council different from him : but why ſo many hard 
words upon it. He Tranſlates the words, Flavianus 
lives after death, that the Martyr pray for as ; but I with 
my Forgery, The Martyr ſhall intreat you for us. I will 
put down the Text it: felf : #xawaris were bdvany G3, 6 Meprop 
mp nwuav 8) C£T ou, 

I donot intreat you, Gentlemen, to trouble your ſelves 
toend this doughty terrible Quarrel betwixt Mr. Sabrax 
and me._ I hope ſome- of Mr. Pultox's Scholars at the Sa- 
vy, are ſo much Proficients as to tell what Mood and 
Tenſe ka is of : It they be, I will Cen leave it to them, 
and truſt the Lads with it, who will certainly be Degra- 
ded if they be not on my fide. 

[ will trouble. your Reverences no further with 
Mr. Sabrax's Accuſations.of me, I hope theſe I ſend you 

B 2 may ' 


"© 


[10] 
may have ſo much ſucceſs as to diſcover the Man to yoy, 
which is the utmoſt of my Intentions in this Letter + 
gaioſt him ; for I am very certain, that ſuch a knowledge 
and inſight into the Jeſuit, and his Behaviour will procure 
him a Quietws from you, who cannot love to have your 
Cauſe detended by ſuch difingenuous and unaccountable 
ways as this Mr. Sabraxis got into. However, the leaſt 
T can hope for at your hands is, that when this Mr. $4. 
bran ſets up for Writer again, you would lay your Come 
mands upon him,to leave out ſuch defamatory Language, 
and to have a care of Forgeries and Falſifications, and 
that you would let him know withal, that if he does not 
leave off ſuch PraQtices, you cannot in Honour or Cons 
ſcience give your Licenſe or Allowance to his Books, 
fiace he has been not only accuſed, but proved before 
your own faces to have been guilty of ſuch behaviour as 
is not only diſhonourable to your Religion, but Chriſtie 
nity itſelf. 

But after all, I am not of ſuch a temper as to believe 
that Mr. Sabrar, or any of your other Authors are of 
fuch a Nature as to love theſe unaccountable PraQtices 
for their own ſakes, or tocalumniate others for Calum- 
nies fake; no I profels my belief. to be that what any of 
them have been guilty of herein, is matter-of neceffity 
and not their own choice z that it 1s the very great bad- 
neſs of your Cauſe, and not their own Inclinations that 
puts them upon ſuch dangerous things: and this gives 
me occaſion to addreſs my ſelf to your ſelves, Reverend 
Sirs, and to beg of you, that you would fo far lay by all 
prejudices, and partial intereſts, as to admit a ſerious con- 
ſideration of this one thing into your minds, that that 
cannot be either a good, atrue, or a fafe Religion, that is 
forc'd to make uſe of ſuch Arts and Arguments in the 
defence of 'her as are.a blemiſh to our common. Chriſtia- 
ouy. | I bave 
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(1) 
[ have the charity to believe, that were your Charch 
of Rome as pure now as it was m the Apoſtles time, or 
as'pure as our Church of England (bleſſed be God for it) 
is, and our Church as corrupt.as we know yours to be, 
that you would have the ſame tenderneſs for our immor- 
tal Souls as we have for yours, and that you would with 
all the earneſtneſs and concern imaginable call upon us, 
and.exhort us, and befeech us'to come out of the Church 
of England, and: forſake all dangerous and unlawful Do- 
rines and Practices. 
Give me leave therefore, Reverend- Sirs, who have 
this very care and concern for all your Salvations, to be 
as earneſt with you as ſuch a thing, and your condition 
doth require at our hands. 

That your Condition, as Members of the Church of 
Rome, is moſt dangerousand unſafe tro your Souls, I need 
not tell you now 3; eſpecially fince all that care and 
pains, . and unwearied diligence hath been raken by the 
Church of England, to convince you of the Errors and 


" Dangers of your Ways. They have left you now un- 


excuſable, if you do not betake your ſelves, as bound 
in conſcience, into the Boſom of your moſt tender, bur 
negke&ed Mother , the Charch of England, by having 
proved it fo plainly and fo fully, thar-your Religion 1s 
not the true —_— of Chriſt : They have proved, that 
your Romiſh Re gion hath no Foundation nor Counte» 
nance in the Word of God, and where, I beſeech you, 


fhould the Chriſtian Religion be found, if not in the Holy 
—_ ; does it want that advantage the Jewiſh 
hath of being viſible in the Old Law? The Clergy of this: 
City have almoſt gone through all your Romiſh Do= 
rines and Prattices, and made it apparent, that thoſe 
very few Texts of Scripture which yor lay clatm-to in 
deferice of your Religion; are moſt direQly againſt it. 

| As 
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As they have ſhewn, that the Holy Scriptures are 
not for you, ſo they have proved, that your Religion 
had no being till Chriſtianity had been above three hun- 
dred years in the World ; your ſelves cannot be ignorant 
of the Truth of this, you cannot deny that when your 
Writers are challenged to produce the Examples ot the 
three firſt and pureſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church, - that 
they dare not undertake it : I will inſtance in your Repre- 
ſenter who wrote the Nubes Teſtium, and in Mr. Sabray 
himſelf, who hath not given one word of anſwer to my 
challenge, to ſhew me that your Invocation of Saints was 
taught and praCtiſed in the three firſt Ages of the Church. 

This is a mighty and unanſwerable Prejudice againſt 
your Ronuſh Religion ; for where,.in God's Name, ſhould 
welook for ſincere Chriſtianity, and where ſhould we ex- 
peCt to find it, if not in the Records of the Sacred Scris 
ptures, and in the Practices of the firſt and pureſt Ages 
of the Chriſtian Church. <p 
I will not deſcend to the particular Controverſies be- 
twixt you and us, it is too tedious for the end of a Let« 
ter : but will beg of you, that your Religion and ours 
may be tried by this evident and plain Principle, That 
that Religion ought to be. preterr'd to any other, which 
doth moſt tend to the promoting..and propagating the 
Glory of God and of our bleſſed Saviour, and ſecuring the 
Edification of the People of their Communion. 

Now in the fear of God, and with his aſſiſtance, let 
us impartially examine both Churches by this Rule 3 
you your ſelves ſhall be Judges bere as to the firſt, whe- 
ther that Church doth not more promote the Glory of 
God, that is for dedicating and attributing all Religious 
Worſhip to God alone, than that Church which doth dt 
vide it betwixt God and his Creatures, betwixt God. and 
Stocks and Stones, and ghe Bones of Dead Men 2. if the 


more 


UMI 
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more we worſhip God, the more we honour him, that 
Church muſt honour him moſt of all, which worſhips 
him moſt of all, and that the Church certainly does, 
which makes all Religious Worſhip whatever peculiar to 
his Infinite Majeſty alone. 

And for the Glory of our bleſſed Saviour, does not that 
Church honour him moſt, that makes him the Sole Me 
diator,..that offers up all her Prayers in his Name and 
for his Honour? does not ſhe honour him far more than 
that Church, which makes Saints and Angels Joyne- 
Mediators with him, and worſhips them for that, which 
is to be done by him alone, and for which all that wor- 
ſhip ought to have been paid to him. - The greateſt Ho- 
nour we can do our, bleſſed Saviour certainly is to; rely 
wholly upon his Mediation, and to place our whole con- 
fidence in him. | 

And for the Edification of the People, doesthat Church 
conſult it ſo much, as hatth.ics Prayers ina Lang 
the People do not underſtand; as that Church which: puts 
up ſuch Prayers asall the People can underſtand and:joyn 
with? This is ſo evident againſt the Church of Rome, that 
we need neither Scripture nor Fathers to urge againſt 
you, ſince the Very 'Light dfiNature doth fo adlolarely 
condemn ſuch dumb unintelligible Service; 

It were caſie for me to urge.theſe things further upon 
all your Conſciences, but T' can only now intreat you, 


that asyou. love your .ama Souls, you would give way to 


ſuch further Refle&ions upon theſe three points as will be 
apt to ſuggeſt themſelves, if you be reſolved to lay aſide 
all Pe&udices from Education, Station, or Intereſt. It 
will. be more glory for any one of you to embrace the 
true Faithy and Proteſtant Religion now, .than at any 0» 
ther time, ſince this will convince the World that it was 
the pure Diates of your Conſciences, and the concern 


for 
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for your immortal Sonls, that made you leave the dans 
 gerous Communion of the Church of Rome, and renounce 
© allther Errors and corrupt DoQtrirjes. Do not deſpiſe, Re 
verend Sirs, the Concern [-difeover for your eternal In 
tereſt ; you will joyn your Prayers to mine, that after the 
proving of all things, you may have the Grace to hold 
that which is good: - and -thtn I am - certain you. cannot 
continue in the'Comimunion of the Church of Rome. 

In the mean'time I have this further Charity for you, 
to believe that if the Church of England be a trueChurch 
of Chriſt, and her Do&trines pure, and her Worſhip holy, 
( as1 am certain it is, and ready to ſeal my Belief with 
My Bloud'): that you -will 'joyn your Prayers with mine, 
for: the Proſperity of this Eburck of England,_that God 
would abate the Pride, and aſſwage the Malice of all its 


- Enemies, and that he would tonfound the Devices of all 


and every Society or Parry of Enemies againſt this moſt 
Holy and Apoſfolick Church of England. 

. In the Confidence of this your Chriſtian Charity, I 
cannot but ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


| Reverend Sirs, 


Tour moſt hearty Welk-wiſher, 
and bumble Servant jinChrift, 
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